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The CLIMATE STORY

GLOBAL WARMING
	Welcome to Take 2, and thank you for joining us! 

 

This interdisciplinary curriculum unit takes advantage of today’s youthful fascination with technology in order to motivate active learning in English, environmental science, and media literacy.  Working individually or collaborating in teams, students create short documentaries or public service announcements that are designed to inform, entertain, or advocate on issues illustrated by the footage provided.  How-to videos, worksheets, and other activities take students step-by step through the process of researching their topic, critically analyzing issues, and creating logical and persuasive arguments and compelling conclusions.  Upon completion of their documentaries, students learn valuable leadership and public speaking skills by presenting their projects to classmates or to the general public.  Reproducible worksheets, activities, PowerPoint presentations, how-to videos, assessment rubrics, and other teacher support materials are provided.
 
This DVD contains:

1) General environmental footage. This footage is useful to "set the scene", find connecting or opening/closing shots, and address broader issues.
2) Footage specific to this module. This footage will constitute the body of your student documentaries – issues, evidence, consequences, pros and cons, assumptions, and/or causes.

3) A Teaching Unit supporting national standards. Materials are designed to be used in a "cafeteria" manner - students can complete a simple, 60-second video within 5-7 classroom periods or teachers can incorporate optional activities and cover the topic more thoroughly over a period of two months. 

Have fun!

Copyright Notice: By opening the curriculum and/or video files, you agree to be bound by the terms and conditions of our End-User Software License Agreement.

Licensee is granted a one-classroom, educational rights to all materials included in this package for the period of one year. Resale or redistribution not permitted. For a complete description of the licensing agreement, please go to www.take2videos.org/Take2Store/license.html



CURRICULUM OVERVIEW













Coal Unit Curriculum 

INTRODUCE FOOTAGE
GLOBAL WARMING
INTRODUCE FOOTAGE

Student Buy-In
Most students today are fascinated by new technology and will be excited to make their own documentary or Public Service Announcement (PSA).  So show them some footage!  Once they’re hooked, use their enthusiasm to carry them through the necessary research and storyboarding steps.  By the time they begin to actually edit, they will have assembled all the necessary materials to create a documentary with a strong opening, logical storyline, and a compelling conclusion.  Note: raw footage moves slowly - we encourage you to fast-forward through the materials.

OPTIONAL. The Interpreting Clips Activity will help your students to view and interpret the footage actively (as editors) rather than passively (as audience). Note that the supporting document contains a Video Sequence List – a detailed list of all the video clips available to students in this unit. This will be a valuable resource as they work through their activities and begin to edit.

WATCH TAKE 2 VIDEO

“How to Make a Documentary”
Students watch the Take 2 video on documentary construction. This presentation walks students through the process from background research to polishing their final product. (Run Time: 8 minutes)
OPTIONAL. Deconstructing Sample PSA/Commercials gives students the opportunity to evaluate broadcast-quality products and develop an understanding of what makes a good PSA. The teacher may use web examples provided by Take 2 or find (or have students find) video samples from advocacy websites or public service announcements on the web. This valuable exercise allows students to view openings, conclusions, use of text or voice-over additions, story building, and presentation of information in a logical sequence.
CREATE STUDENT PRODUCTION TEAMS

You may want your students to work individually or in teams.  Typically, teams of three encourage collaboration while giving each student ample opportunity to contribute to the project.  Students may form teams based on pre-existing skills (technical, organizational, and storytelling) or by choosing more traditional post-production roles such as producer (responsible for the over-all look and concept of the product as well as layout and organization), writer (for on-screen and voice-over writing), fact specialist (responsible for selection and documentation of all factual data), and editor (responsible for editing together shots, narration, music, graphics, etc.)

RESEARCH
Like it or not, your students are going to do most of their research on the web. Unfortunately, the vast majority of secondary school students are as likely to believe a personal blog as they are a vetted journal article.  If you have the time, we recommend the following activity:
OPTIONAL: Website Evaluation Activity: Use one of the following hoax sites along with at least one of your favorite legitimate sites. The goal is not only to teach students how to assess websites, but to help them develop a healthy skepticism towards all sources of information.
Research Worksheet. Upon completion of this research worksheet, the student should have all the basic information he/she needs in order to create a mini documentary or public service announcement. Feel free to use the Critical Analysis Flowchart and Issues Charts to amend the worksheet in order to create a different analytical structure.
OPTIONAL Graphic Organizer #1 (SPOKE DIAGRAM): This small group or homework activity gives students an opportunity to categorize the information they have gathered. Students will need to use their fact sheets and other research to complete this evidence-based activity.
OPTIONAL Graphic Organizer #2 (CASE DIAGRAM): This organizer provides a framework for students to analyze the complexity of a situation. Students review the Consequences, Assumptions, Solutions, and Evidence inherent in the topic they are studying. Based on their analysis of these factors, they then determine how best to define the issues, develop convincing arguments, and determine possible solutions. 
POINT OF VIEW AND CONCLUSION
Once students have gained a solid understanding of the subject matter, the POV Activity will help them determine what style of documentary best showcases their project. Are they educating or advocating? Who is their intended audience and how does this affect the way they plan to tell their story? (Note: you may wish to allow some students to create music videos or other unconventional formats.)
OPTIONAL Four Corners Debate: This activity offers an interactive forum for students to thoroughly examine their own bias and point of view.
Teachers place signs in each of the four corners of the classroom: Agree, Disagree, Strongly Agree, and Strongly Disagree. Teachers then place an absolute statement on the board which can be open to interpretation and debate. For example, a teacher might use “Conserving resources is more important than comfort or convenience.” Students then move to the corner of the room best representing their viewpoint --in view of the research they have done. They may change corners during the debate if they change their minds, but they may not stand in the middle. This activity is designed to assist students as they formulate an opinion, construct a bias, or decide to remain objective and develop their project strictly to inform without prejudice.
DOCUMENTARY OPENING (“HOOK”) 
By now students have thoroughly researched the issues, formulated an opinion, and determined their target audience. The Lead-In Activity is designed to provide students with a variety of options for the opening or “hook” to their documentary.

STORYBOARD
The storyboard is single most important element in the making of a documentary or PSA – it is the blueprint for the entire video product. The Storyboard Activity leads students through the process of creating a storyboard step by step.  Two sample storyboards have been provided, though we encourage students to use the Critical Analysis Flowchart to develop their own logical argument using the Blank Student Storyboard.  Upon completion of this activity, students should be ready to begin editing.  Students should have access to the footage or shot lists while completing the worksheet.

Note: Additional footage has been provided for advanced students who wish to create more sophisticated documentaries. They will need to use the Critical Analysis Flowchart to create their own storyboard.
OPTIONAL Inter/Intra-school Collaboration: Take 2 has created a collaborative student/teacher website at www.take2videos.ning.com. Students can use this site to collaborate with each other as well as to communicate with schools in other states and foreign countries. Take 2 encourages students to post their project video on the site for professional feedback. Collaborative tools include forums, wikis, blogs, podcasts, photo and video posting options.

EDITING
Students have now completed 80% of their video project before ever touching an editing keyboard.  If the groundwork has been done properly, the editing itself is little more than a video paint-by-numbers – choosing images to match narration, adding music, recording voice over, and inserting graphics.

A few notes before your students begin editing:

· The Write Out Loud Power Point presentation that accompanies this curriculum will help students create clear and compelling narration for their mini documentaries and public service announcements.

· The Video Sequence List is a valuable editing tool.
· Once students have created a “rough cut”, they tend to run out of steam.  It is important to leave time and, if possible, to create incentives to encourage them to continue polishing their projects.  Peer reviews are an excellent idea, but be careful to keep them positive and constructive. 
· You may want to begin editing sessions with brief stand-up meetings. This activity allows students to network with other students to solve technical or design problems in order to make class time more productive. Students with more experience can help those with less; students with a particular expertise can help those without. This also frees you up to assist in areas where there is no student expert.
· iMovie and MovieMaker software are so simple and intuitive that students can usually learn how to use them on their own.  Tutorials (if necessary) are available on the web.  Teachers should focus most of their attention on helping students to create compelling introductions, solid storyboards, etc. rather than learning the minutia of editing.

· Insist that your students check their facts.  Wildly incorrect statistics, typos, and incorrectly attributed video clips destroy the credibility of the entire documentary, no matter how well it has been edited.
· If time allows, students can create a one-page fact sheet to accompany their videos.

· Assessment rubrics are provided.
Please be sure to include the following information in the credit roll for your videos:
For more information on how to make your own student documentaries and PSAs. 

Please visit www.take2videos.org
PUBLIC PRESENTATION
…to fellow classmates, parent night, the local library, or a larger forum – this is the students’ opportunity to showcase both their films and their leadership skills.  Make sure to have students give a brief introduction and to leave time for Q&A at the end – both activities will encourage them to take their research seriously.
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